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journa l homepage: www.cancerepidemiology.netThe global increase in the cancer burden is raising an
unprecedented awareness among governments of the need for
action on cancer control. Countries in economic transition will
experience marked increases in the number of cancer cases in the
coming years as a result of rapid growth and ageing of their
populations, coupled with increasing cancer rates as lifestyles and
environments continue to evolve. Central and South America is no
exception, with a suite of major social and demographic changes that
underlie the predicted 1.7 million new cancer cases and 1 million
cancer deaths in 2030, a 67% rise relative to 2012 estimates.
This supplement issue of Cancer Epidemiology, developed by
multiple authors, including many national experts from the region,
provides a comprehensive overview of cancer in a region with a
total population of 630 million. It contains essential information on
the geographic patterns and time trends observed in 18 countries.
Even within the region, marked differences are seen for each of the
14 cancers studied in depth in this supplement issue. This
information is an invaluable foundation to guide both national
and regional cancer control activities, but also in pointing to the
gaps in knowledge and therefore future research priorities. A
better understanding of the major etiological factors is required to
develop preventative actions that can bring about the elimination
or reduction of the major risk determinants of common cancers in
Central and South America. The description of the types of cancer
occurring across the region is also a foundation to prioritising the
early detection (including screening) and treatment of cancer.
Supplementary information on etiological factors for each cancer
site as well as on preventive measures implemented in the region
is provided online at IARC’s website (http://www-dep.iarc.fr/
CSU_resources.htm).
There is no doubt that robust scientiﬁc evidence from surveil-
lance data is the cornerstone for public health policies. Despite the
signiﬁcant contribution of the current supplement issue in realising
this aim, there remain important challenges in ensuring adequate
coverage and high quality of cancer data in the region. The Global
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worldwide through the establishment of six regional centres of
expertise, titled IARC Regional Hubs. In Latin America, the Hub is
coordinated by the National Cancer Institute of Argentina in Buenos
Aires, and incorporates additional expertise from Collaborative
Centres in Brazil, Colombia and Uruguay. This supplement issue
contributes to one of the fundamental objectives of the Latin
American Hub, namely to support cancer registries and cancer
surveillance in the region, pursuing the analysis, interpretation and
dissemination of cancer data as an evidence base for cancer control
and as a means to build local capacity in cancer research.
Furthermore, this effort emphasizes the relevance of cancer
information in cancer control programs, representing an illustrative
message to health authorities and policy makers to work closely
with cancer registries, in order to tackle the dramatic and
increasingly complex problem of cancer control in the region in
the near future.
For the Regional Network of National Cancer Institutes (RINC),
established in 2011 as a ﬂagship programme of the Union of South
American Nations (UNASUR), the information contained in this
supplement marks an important milestone, illustrating the
beneﬁts of cooperation between countries to advance cancer
control. As such, it will be instrumental for the recently launched
UNASUR campaign South America—free of cervical cancer.
We express our gratitude to the collective of authors, cancer
registries, institutions and governments across the region that
have contributed considerable time and effort in preparing this
publication. We urge the cancer community across Central and
South America to make use of the presented data as an evidence
base for future actions that can drive down the burden and
suffering from cancer in the region.
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